




CELEBRATING CATHOLIC FAMILIES 
Living the Word 

 Feast of the Nativity of the Lord 
Today is the day we’ve been 
eagerly waiting for. All during 
Advent we’ve been praying in 
hopeful expectation, and 
finally, today Jesus has been 
born to us! 

 
CHILDREN’S CORNER 

DECEMBER: Month of ADVENT & 
CHRISTMAS. Prayer Center Theme 
is: “I am getting ready to celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday by...”  Put written 
intentions in gift box; they will be offered up at all 
Sunday Masses once a month. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
An old joke asks, “What time is Midnight Mass?” The 
answer is not really obvious, since Christmas is 
unique in having several distinct celebrations. The 
readings and prayers vary greatly from hour to hour. 
The Vigil Mass hinges on the family heritage of 
Jesus and his origins. The concept of “midnight” 
predates clock time, and really has to do with a 
celebration in the hours of darkness. Years ago, it 
was not possible to receive Communion without 
fasting for a full day, so the late hour of this Mass 
made it possible for the people to receive. The first 
Mass after sunrise, the Mass at Dawn, was once 
known as “The Shepherds’ Mass,” and later Masses 
set aside stories of Jesus’ birth to focus on the key 
to the day’s celebration: John the Evangelist’s 
majestic theology of Christ’s identity as the Word 
made flesh, dwelling among us. One feast, four 
separate Masses. Only monasteries manage the 
whole round. Parishioners typically take just one 
entry point into the mystery. Yet there is much to 
savor and celebrate in the coming of Christ into the 
world. Christmas is not a day, but a season. You still 
have two weeks to send those Christmas cards 
before you’re officially late!  —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Vigil Masses on Thursday, December 24:  
       4:00 PM & 6:00 PM  
      Midnight Mass (Music begins ½ hour before Mass) 

Feast Day Masses on Friday, December 25: 
        8:00 AM & 10:00 AM*  

(*NOTE: new Mass time; NO 6PM Mass) 

 

Feast of the  
Solemnity of Mary 

January 1, 2017 
4PM Vigil Mass; 8AM, 9:30 AM, 

11AM; 6PM 

Prayer to Saint Michael, the Archangel 
St. Michael, Archangel defend us in battle. Be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we 
humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 
power of God, cast into hell Satan and all evil spirits who prowl about 
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

SMM SCHOOL & PARISH SCHOOL  
OF RELIGION PROGRAMS 

December 
ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE 
PARISH WANT TO WISH JESUS A 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY.  WE WOULD 
ALSO LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE 
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS. 



 

Envelopes (12/11) $ 6871.00   
Loose Collection $ 1902.26 
Total $ 8773.26   
2nd Collection-Religious Retirement       $ 3356.00 
Feast of Immaculate Conception              $ 1309.00 
****************************************** 

LET’S PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS 
In order to support vocations in our diocese, you are 
asked to add a special prayer for seminarians to your 
daily prayers.  The best way to encourage and 
support our seminarians is to pray for them.  

Prayer for Vocations 
Loving God, How awesome are your ways!  Through 
your abundant love you bless us with gifts that can 
make our world holy and just.  Dwell deep in our 
hearts that we may know how to share these gifts.  
Inspire many to respond generously to your call to 
service in the Church.  May the fire of your love 
direct us on our journey that we may act justly, love 
tenderly and walk humbly with you.  We give you the 
praise and honor now and forever.  Amen. 
********************************************** 
Readings for Sunday, January 1: 
First Reading — The LORD bless you and keep you! The 
LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace! 
(Numbers 6:22-27). Psalm — May God bless us in his 
mercy (Psalm 67). Second Reading — God sent the 
Spirit of the Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but an heir, through 
God (Galatians 4:4-7).Gospel — The shepherds glorified 
and praised God for all they had heard and seen (Luke 
2:16-21).The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

A PRAYER FOR EVERY FAMILY  
by St. John Paul II 

God, from whom all fatherhood in heaven and earth de-
scends, Father, who are Love and Life, ensure that every 
human family on earth shall become, through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, "born of woman," and through the Holy 
Spirit, the source of divine charity, a true shrine of life and 
love for the generations which are always renewing them-
selves. Ensure that Your grace shall guide the thoughts 
and the works of spouses toward the good of their families 
and of all families in the world. Ensure that the young gen-
erations shall find firm support in the family for their hu-
manity and their growth in truth and love. Ensure the love, 
reinforced by the grace of the Sacrament of Matrimony 
shall show itself to be stronger than any weakness and 
every crisis through which our families pass at times. 
Amen. 

Prayer for our Men and Women  
in Military Service 

O Prince of Peace, we humbly ask Your protection 
for all our men and women in military service.  Give 
them unflinching courage to defend with honor, 
dignity and devotion the rights of all who are 
imperiled by injustice and evil.  Guard our churches, 
our homes, our schools, our hospitals, our factories, 
our buildings and all those within from harm and 
peril.  Protect our land and its peoples from 
enemies within and without.  Grant an early peace 
with victory founded upon justice. Instill in the 
hearts and minds of men and women everywhere a 
firm purpose to live forever in peace and good will 
toward all.  Amen. 

PRAYER LIST FOR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN 
We pray for those in our parish who are fighting over-

seas for our country and against terrorism. 
SPC Donald Monteleone, Jr.,Air National Guard; 
Sgt. Brian Lane, Lt. Col. Jason E. Burkett, 
USMC; Matthew J. Scott, USN; Seth Restivo, 
Evan Lina; PFC Kenny Grunberg; Lt. Spencer 
Farmer, Army Rangers; PFC Matthew Ballard; 
Lt. Joseph Bush, US Army; GySgt Albert Latour Jr., USMC; Maj. 
Ignacio Assasf, USANG; Sgt. Matt Llewelan, USANG; SPC 
Derek Vial, US Army; MN3 Ethen Meyers, Michael J. Cristie, 
Sp. Serv., Brian Calvo, US Army; PFC Scott Hale, USMC 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

SOCIAL APOSTOLATE THANK YOU 
The Social Apostolate would like to thank everyone 
who participated and contributed to the Thanksgiv-
ing & Christmas Baskets this year. Also, many 
thanks to all the students who come & work in the 
food bank every week; their help is greatly appreci-
ated! 

 
BAPTISM SEMINAR POLICY CHANGE 

As of January 1, 2017, SMM will institute new 
changes regarding the monthly Baptism Seminars.  If 
possible, Parents/Godparents are encouraged to at 
attend a seminar BEFORE the birth of the baby and 
PRE-REGISTRATION will now be required by 
calling the Parish Office of Religious Education at 
733-8980.  Also, Baptisms will now be offered the 
2nd Sunday* before & during the 11AM Mass AND 
the 3rd Sunday* after the 11AM Mass every month 
(*exceptions due to parish special events). 



Monday, December 26 
NO Parish School of Religion Classes 
Rectory/Parish Offices CLOSED 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
KC Ladies Auxiliary Mtg in Ministries Bldg 7:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
Social Services Building CLOSED 
 
Thursday, December 29  
 
Friday, December 30 
 
Saturday, December 31 
Confessions in Church, 2:30-3:30 PM 
2nd Collection - Solemnity of Mary 
 
Sunday, January 1-New Year’s Day 
2nd Collection - Solemnity of Mary 
Family Mass 9:30 AM  
NO Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH Herod, king of Judea, was insecure and 
fearful of any threat to his throne. He 
was a tyrant capable of extreme brutal-
ity. Herod was greatly troubled when 

astrologers from the east came asking the whereabouts of 
the “newborn king of the Jews”. They were told that the 
Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place where 
the Messiah would be born. Herod told them to report back 
to him so that he could also pay him homage. They found 
Jesus, offered him their gifts and, warned by an angel, 
avoided Herod on their way home, Jesus escaped to 
Egypt. Herod became furious and ordered the massacre of 
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and 
under.  The Holy Innocents are few, in comparison to the 
genocide and abortion of our day .  But even if there had 
been only one, we recognize the greatest treasure God put 
on the earth—a human person, destined for eternity and 
graced by Jesus’ death and Resurrection. Feast Day of the 
Holy Innocents: December 28.-Saint of the Day: Live, Lessons & Feasts 
edited by Leonard Foley, O.F.M.; revised by Pat McCloskey, O.F.M. Copyright 2009, St. 
Anthony Messenger Press 

 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY 
Today’s feast is new as feasts go, and it 
sets us this year in a very modern crisis. 
Amid conflicting schedules and commit-
ments, a young man, testing the limits, has 
strayed from his parents and gone off to 
the big city. Mary and Joseph search fran-
tically, only to find the child Jesus in the temple, convers-
ing with the elders and scholars of the law, who are 
amazed at his wisdom. In the time of Jesus, the temple was 
the religious center of Jewish ritual. Outside of Jerusalem, 
people gathered in the synagogues, centers of learning, for 
daily prayer and study. Still, everyone longed to journey to 
the temple to participate in the offerings, and to fulfill certain 
obligations of the law that could only be done there. On this 
feast, we catch a glimpse of the family of Jesus: parents 
dealing with the normal stresses of raising a child, and yet 
completely grounded in the ways of faith and tradition. 
There has always been an appreciation in Christianity for 
the value of pilgrimage—the journey to holy places that is 
a symbol of our life’s journey to God, and a sense of con-
nection to important events in our family history. During the 
Christmas season, many of us undertake pilgrimages to 
the family homestead for festival meals, to the parishes 
where we were formed in the faith, or perhaps even to a 
beautiful manger scene or festival of lights. There are few 
better days than this in our calendar for spending time with 
the family, especially on a short pilgrimage to a favorite 
place. Just make sure that no one gets left behind!               
                             —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

2016 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
All contributing parishioners will now automatically 
receive their 2016 statement of contributions to the 
Church in January 2017. In order to be cost effective, 
if you have an email address, please send it to:  mag-
dalen@smm.nocoxmail.com so a statement can be 
emailed to you. 

 
2017 SMM CHURCH DONATION ENVELOPES  

SMM parishioners may now pick up their church 
donation envelope box sets for 2017 at the rectory 
office during regular business hours.    
 

LETS KEEP OUR CHURCH CLEAN 
Let’s have pride in our church and help keep it beau-
tiful!  Please return all missalettes to their places af-
ter Mass and take with you any bulletins, papers, fly-
ers or pamphlets you may have picked up.  Thank 
you!! 


