2nd Sunday of Advent

PREPARE THE WAY

Saint John the Baptist appears on the scene today as
Advent enters its second week. The mysterious
consumer of locusts and wild honey, John echoes the
words of the prophet Isaiah as he calls for repentance
in the face of the nearness of the kingdom of heaven.
The rhythms of the Christian life are often confounding.
Each year we meet the Baptist and hear his calls for
repentance. Each year we see him pointing to the one
who is coming after him, the Lord Jesus. Yet each year
the words and actions of John the Baptist echo anew in
our hearts, because we have fallen into old sinful traps
again and again. Advent gives us the opportunity once
again to turn away from our sinful ways and embrace
the gospel way of life. John the Baptist invites us to
prepare the way for the Lord, in whom we place our
hope.
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St. Mary Magdalen Parish Mission Statement
St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church is called to foster a welcoming community, to form disciples for Jesus Christ and to
joyfully evangelize. Unifying Vision: Walking together with Christ, igniting the Spirit within, living God’s Call.

Parish Weekly Bulletin

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church
6425 West Metairie Avenue

BAPTISMS: Every 31 Sunday of the month at 12:15PM.
Baptism Seminars on 1st Monday at 7:00PM (NOTE new
time) in Chapel. Baptism Seminar is mandatory for first
Metairie. Louisiana 70003 child. Archdiocesan Policy on Infant Baptism:
’ www.arch-no.org/Human Resources/Policies/Policy on
Infant Baptism OR may be found on the Parish website.

PARISH OFFICE SCHOOL OFFICE

Pastor.........c......... Rev. Christian DeLerno,Jr. Principal....................Mrs. Valerie Rodriguez FIRST RECONCILIATION/COMMUNION&
Parochial Vicar............... Rev. Vincent Phan Religion Coordinator.Mrs. Melanie Gaumond CONFIRMATION: Must have 2 consecutive years of
In Residence..Rev. Bartholomew Chukwuma  Secretary.........c.cccconvenuee Mrs. Dianne Hughes Catholic religious instruction prior to reception of these
Deacons.......... Henry Nuss & Chuck LeBlanc ~ Office Phone...........ccccccunruneee (504) 733-1433 sacraments. Contact Parish Religious Education
Parish Secretary..........ccccouvuuuee Barbara Croy Office FaX.....ccorunruveernrinnnne. (504) 736-0727 Coordinator for further information.

Parish Bookkeeper............. Cathleen Guidry Cafeteria.......oovvnneneinens (504) 733-6580

Phone (504) 733-0922 Fax (504) 733-0869
Parish Coordinator: Susie Sullivan.733-8980
Parish Rel. Ed. Coor.: Linda Earle..733-8980
Parish Website:

www.stmarymagdalenchurch.com
Parish Email Address:

magdalen@smm.nocoxmail.com
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday.............. 9:00AM - 4:00PM
After hours by appointment only

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Mon.- Fri., 6:30 AM & 8:30AM; Sat., 8:00 AM

CONFESSIONS

Saturdays, 2:30-3:30 PM

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass - 4:00 PM

Sunday Masses - 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM
6:00 PM

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Co-Directors...Caren Favaloro & Shari Mader
Phon€......ooeeeeeeeeeeee, (504) 733-4768

In Church, be sure to visit:

PRO-LIFE CORNER; ADULT PARISH
LENDING LIBRARY; CHILDREN’S
CORNER/LIBRARY/PRAYER CENTER

SOCIAL APOSTOLATE MINISTRY
Hours: Wednesdays, 5:30PM-6:30PM
Facility Entrance on W. Metairie Ave. to right

Of ChUICh.....covecveeece e 734-5833

GIFT SHOP & PRAYER GARDEN

Hours: Tues. & Fri............. 1:00PM-5:00PM
Saturdays................. 2:00PM-5:00PM
Sundays..........ceu... 8:30AM-12:15PM

PhONE:...ovceeee e, 734-5833

WEDDINGS: Contact Parish priest at least 6 to 8 months
prior to planned date of marriage. Celebrated Friday
evenings; Saturday mornings, early afternoons or
evenings. Church Fee: $300; Chapel Fee: $100.

FUNERALS: You are encouraged to celebrate funerals in
our Church or Chapel. Wakes & visitation also possible.

CARE OF THE SICK: Communion brought to
Homebound weekly by Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion. Anointing of Sick available on individual
basis by appointment.

CARE OF THE NEEDY: See Social Apostolate Ministry.

EXPOSITION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT:
Sundays, 12:15-1:15PM

Call Parish Office for further information.
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| WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS |

Monday, December S
6:30 AM David Beach, Sr.
8:30 AM Nancy Ballas
Tuesday, December 6
Feast of St. Nicholas
6:30 AM Charlotte & Jacob Roth
8:30 AM Lena, Frank & Sal Bivalacqua, Kenny
Mayeur
Wednesday, December 7
6:30 AM Kathy Ann Bartholomew
8:30 AM Armand Sinibaldi, Lillian Lytell
Wednesday, December 7
Feast of the Immaculate Conception Vigil
6:00 PM Cindy Spence
Thursday, December 8

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
6:30 AM Albert J. Timmrick, Sr.
8:30 AM Rosalie Couch
6:00 PM Catherine Barrett

Friday, December 9
Carolyn Mouton
George & Catherine Sholar

Saturday, December 10

Paul Giambrone
Saturday, December 10
3rd Sunday of Advent Vigil

Rosalie Couch, Mary Frances Jeffers, Tom
Jeffers, Jay Patrick Jeffers, Cindy Spence,
Dean D’Arcangelo, Julio Anleu, Fr. Michael
Joseph Nguyen, Gracia Anleu, Aimee Marus,
Ludy & Sidney Waguespack, Jr., Jerry Puyau,
Doris Radosti, Harry Raphiel, Barbie Arbry,
Living Intention for Tula Raphiel

Sunday, December 11

3rd Sunday of Advent
Jud Mitchell & Lacinak Family
SMM Parishioners
Dr. Gordon Landry, Madeline Landry, Harris
Miller Effie Sarti, Hallier Espenan, Carolyn
Mouton, David Spako, Marietta Fletcher, Roy
& Carol Hoffmann, Frank J. Bertucci, Jr.,
Joyce Finicle, Anne C. Raphael, Barbie Arbry
Ronco Family

6:30 AM
8:30 AM

8:00 AM

4:00 PM

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

6:00 PM

| PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH |

Jackie Markey, Teresa Lacour, Ryan Thiel, Gracelyn
Chaplain, Dennis Coughlin, Jr., Kelly Fletcher Growl,
Kenneth & Kevin Teen, Ben Todd, Joe Giarratano, Luca
Scozzari, Evelyn Olwell, Brian Dufour, Mary Ann
Meaux, Dilly Surratt, Yvonne Toups, Ryan Songy,
Gayle Songy, Nathan Lopiccolo, Linda Nicholls, Sherry
St. Pe, Ann Flick & Family, Rosemarie Entringer, Judge
Thomas Wicker, Ivan Antunovic, Arianna Crawford,
Claire Duplantier, Daphine Dufour, Gloria Robles,
Melissa Glueck, Danny Adams, Allison Daigre, Olivia
Sumrall, Michael Borne, Bob & Linda Veitinger, Elise
Ramcourt, Jeanene Moran, Kelly Nagy, Cindy Hogman,
Addison Couvillion, Jerry Fender, Linda Conran, Kayla
Pelman, Nick Doize, Marcia Graff, David Robins,
Ashley Clement, Wanda Adams, Jenny Mayeur, Judith
Massa, Carol P. Ramos, Rosemary Pizza, Julianne
Andressen, Lauretta Erwin, Ryan Olwell, Judy Copping,
Mark Morice, Jessica LeBlanc, Viola Juneau, Betty
Feltey, Barry Stephens, Lori Lambert, Kathryn Feltey,
Frank Kent, Ray Groves, Michael Rodriguez, Kathleen
E. Jones, Melanie Gaumond, Alice Rockvoan, Rose
Marie Curran, Anthony James Lapinto, Louise DeLuca,
Perry Juneau, Mark Lucich, Willie Arnouville, Chad
Costes, Sherry Gaffney, Dean Babin, Janet Kaleher,
Norvin Schexnaildre, Dianne Seman, Matthew DiBuono,
Oliver Duplantier, David Williamson, Toni Landry,
Musette Barrouquere, Riecke Gernon, Daniel Hereford,
David Williamson, Katherine Sclafani, Catherine Carlin,
Gerard Hollingsworth, Edie Dorion, Carl Caffarel, Heidi
Nuss, Luke Nuss, Donald Booth, Nicholas Galliano,
Kristi LeBlanc, Tammy Graves Coen, Janice Childress

BURIED IN CHRIST

Janet Chenevert Russo
Norma Rita Daix Hardin
Charleschristopher Ryian Stuart

Second Sunday of Advent
) December 4, 2016
The earth shall be filled with
knowledge of the LORD, as water
covers the sea. — Isaiah 11:9



 PRAYER FOR THE SECOND
WEEK OF ADVENT
Loving God, that was such wonderful
news John came to tell the people in
DVENT

the wilderness! "He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit."Thank you for your Son, who
came to free us of our sins. And thank you for my
own baptism and for the Spirit who lives in my heart
and keeps my soul free from the stain of sin. Amen.

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC FAMILIES
Living the Word
2nd Sunday of Advent

During Advent, we try to prepare our hearts in prayer
in order to celebrate the Christ child’s birth on
Christmas. To help families during the Advent
season, in the Children’s Corner activities will be
available to help us prepare our hearts in prayer.
Activities will include:
Advent candle color sheet & Prayer Card for every
week of advent: can be used as our personal advent
wreath.
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet Card to be given as a gift
to a loved one.

CHILDREN’S CORNER
DECEMBER: Month of ADVENT &
CHRIS TMAS. Prayer Center Theme L BEL

] am getting ready to celebrate Jesus’ bzrthday
by " Put written intentions in gift box; they will be
offered up at all Sunday Masses once a month.

............................................................... -

! SMM SCHOOL & PARISH SCHOOL :
OF RELIGION PROGRAMS :
! December !
uDurlng Advent SMM School & School of Rellglon'
. students are preparing for Jesus birthday by remem-
'berlng and respecting the gift of life. The student
iinvite you to continue to pray with them through out'
the Advent season. i

LIKE A CHILD

One who aspires to the grace of God must be

pure, with a heart as innocent as a child’s.
—St. Nicholas; Feast Day: December 6

N|cho|as , \

Dmmaculate

FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Thursday, December 8
6:00 PM Vigil Mass
6:30 AM, 8:30 AM & 6:00 PM

Conception

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION @7’*6 THe L
Look around most Catholic churches, ‘f{“ o 4 3
and you will discover an image of John @
the Baptist, often in the old baptistery, 2 \
or in a window near where the font is or 5# ¥ Y

was located. He has two feast days in THELOT.
the calendar: one commemorating his birth, and the other
his death. There are only three nativities in our calendar:
for Jesus, for Mary, and for the Baptist. John’s birthday is
reckoned according to the schedule given in Luke's
Gospel of the angel’s announcement to Mary. The angel
tells her that her cousin Elizabeth is in the sixth month of
pregnancy, and so Mary hastens to help her. Reckoning
Christmas as December 25, we count backwards nine
months to March 25 for the Feast of the Annunciation.
Then we count forward three months to June 24 for John
the Baptist’s birth. Halfway to Christmas, his nativity gives
ample reason for rejoicing in the summer, and his symbols
of fire and water are used playfully in bonfires and dives
into the sea. Even at the polar opposite of Christmas in the
calendar, the energy of Christ's birth in the Incarnation
provides cause for rejoicing.

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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PARISH FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE
Our Parish Family Christmas Tree will be placed at
the entrance of the Church for the Third Sunday of
Advent. Families are encouraged to decorate this tree
with home-made ornaments. Please place your
family's ornaments on the tree before Masses on

Dec. 10 & 11.

*

BLESSING OF THE ]
CHRISTMAS TREE ;:@f
God of Adam and Eve, God of all ”‘NQ

our ancestors, we praise You for m

this Christmas tree. It stirs in us a
memory of paradise, and it opens a m
window into heaven. Send Your

Son, Jesus, the shoot sprung from w
the root of Jesse, to restore the
earth to the goodness of Eden. On the day of His
coming, every tree of the forest will clap its hands in

joy, and all creation will sing to You perched on
these shining branches: Glory!

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

: Prayer to Saint Michael, the Archangel :
: St. Michael, Archangel defend us in battle. Be our protection against ¢
: the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we s
: humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host cast into
 hell Satan and all evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the
+ ruin of souls. Amen. :



|| WEEKLY COLLECTION ||

Envelopes (11/20) $ 5448.00
Loose Collection $ 2342.47
Total $ 7790.47

2nd Collection-Human Development  $ 2170.00
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LET’S PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS
In order to support vocations in our diocese, you are
asked to add a special prayer for seminarians to your
daily prayers. The best way to encourage and

support our seminarians is to pray for them.
SR Prayer for Vocations
Loving God, How awesome are your
Pr ayf:or: Z ways! Through your abundant love
% you bless us with gifts that can make
our world holy and just. Dwell deep in our hearts
that we may know how to share these gifts. Inspire
many to respond generously to your call to service in
the Church. May the fire of your love direct us on
our journey that we may act justly, love tenderly and
walk humbly with you. We give you the praise and
honor now and forever. Amen.
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Readings for Sunday, December 11:
First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and
flower. Tired bodies will receive strength. Aching hearts
will be made glad (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10). Psalm — Lord,
come and save us (Psalm 146). Second Reading — Be
patient, for the coming of the Lord is as sure as the rain
(James 5:7-10). Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see:
The blind regain their vision, the crippled their
movement, the deaf their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

A PRAYER FOR EVERY FAMILY

by St. John Paul Il
God, from whom all fatherhood in heaven and earth de-
scends, Father, who are Love and Life, ensure that every
human family on earth shall become, through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, "born of woman," and through the Holy
Spirit, the source of divine charity, a true shrine of life and
love for the generations which are always renewing them-
selves. Ensure that Your grace shall guide the thoughts
and the works of spouses toward the good of their families
and of all families in the world. Ensure that the young gen-
erations shall find firm support in the family for their hu-
manity and their growth in truth and love. Ensure the love,
reinforced by the grace of the Sacrament of Matrimony
shall show itself to be stronger than any weakness and
every crisis through which our families pass at times.
Amen.

PRAYER LIST FOR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN
We pray for those in our parish who are fighting over-
seas for our country and against terrorism.
SPC Donald Monteleone, Jr.,Air National Guard; gy

Sgt. Brian Lane, Lt. Col. Jason E. Burkett, ERo’
USMC; Matthew J. Scott, USN; Seth Restivo, L3
Evan Lina; PFC Kenny Grunberg; Lt. Spencer g s TN

Farmer, Army Rangers; PFC Matthew Ballard; ™=
Lt. Joseph Bush, US Army; GySgt Albert Latour Jr., USMC; Maj.
Ignacio Assasf, USANG; Sgt. Matt Llewelan, USANG; SPC
Derek Vial, US Army; MN3 Ethen Meyers, Michael J. Cristie,
Sp. Serv., Brian Calvo, US Army; PFC Scott Hale, USMC

Prayer for our Men and Women
in Military Service
O Prince of Peace, we humbly ask Your protection
for all our men and women in military service. Give
them unflinching courage to defend with honor,
dignity and devotion the rights of all who are
imperiled by injustice and evil. Guard our churches,

our homes, our schools, our hospitals, our factories,
our buildings and all those within from harm and

peril.  Protect our land and its peoples from
enemies within and without. Grant an early peace
with victory founded upon justice. Instill in the
hearts and minds of men and women everywhere a
firm purpose to live forever in peace and good will
toward all. Amen.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Did St. Francis of Assisi invent the Christmas crib? Not exactly,
but his devotion to the Incarnation and his love for the poverty of
the Christ Child certainly popularized this beloved custom. Long
before Francis, it was a custom at the Basilica of St. Mary Major
in Rome to enshrine a rich image of Mary, gilded and bejewelled,
embracing the child Jesus. This church was founded as a kind of
home for the feast of Christmas in the fourth century. In 1223,
Francis was ready to celebrate this feast in a new way. In the tiny
city of Greccio, he asked friends to prepare a place where they
could experience the poverty and suffering embraced by Christ in
his birth. It was a living scene: an ox from the barn, an ass from
the stable, and peasants standing in for shepherds and kings.
The night of the celebration was beautiful, the weather was warm,
and people came in crowds, bearing candles and singing hymns
that echoed through the forest. Francis himself chanted the Gos-
pel and preached. The custom spread quickly, and by the six-
teenth century cribs were seasonal features not only in church,
but in the home. On December 17, the liturgy begins to unfold
the Lord’s birth before us, and it’s the right time to follow this
beautiful tradition. In Germany, each night throughout Advent
children prepare a bedding for the manger. At bedtime prayer, a
child places a single straw in the manger for each act of devo-
tion or virtue performed during the day. If the children are good,
then the Christ child will have plenty of soft bedding when he is
placed in the manger on Christmas.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.



THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday, December S

SMM School Adoration in Chapel, 9:15-10:15 AM
Parish School of Religion Classes, 6:45PM-8:00 PM
Baptism Seminar in Chapel 7:00 PM
Men’s Club Meeting in Massett Hall 7:30 PM

Tuesday, December 6

Wednesday, December 7
Social Services Building open from 5:30PM-6:30PM
Parents’ Club Meeting in Massett Hall 7:30 PM

Thursday, December 8
Rectory/Parish Offices CLOSED
Our Catholic Life Prayer Series in Convent Bldg7:00 PM

Friday, December 9

SMM School Rosary in Chapel 7:45 AM

Saturday, December 10
Confessions in Church, 2:30-3:30 PM
2" Collection - Retirement Fund for Religious

Sunday, December 11

2" Collection - Retirement Fund for Religious

Holy Name Society Mtg in Ministries Bldg9:00 AM
Family Mass/Scout Mass 9:30 AM
KC Ladies Holiday Coffee in Massett Hall 9:30 AM
KC Ladies Santa Workshop in Massett Hall1:00 PM
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament, 12:15-1:15 PM

ALTAR SOCIETY

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

~ There is an extra envelope in your
monthly envelope packet for
Christmas Flower Donations.
The Altar Society is asking that
you consider giving a contribution in order to help
defray the added expenses that are incurred for the
flowers and decorations during the Christmas Sea-
son. Please put your donation into any collection
during the month of December.

I SMM SCHOOL—COUGAR NEWS !
I'SMM Chorus and Chorale perform at City Park on!
|Fr1day, December 9th from 7:30-8:15 pm. Come out !
| & join us!!! !

KC LADIES AUXILIARY HOLIDAY COFFEE
PICTURES with SANTA!!!
Ho Ho Ho! Santa will be visiting St. Mary Magdalen
on Sunday December 11 from 9:30 AM until after
11:00 AM mass in Massett Hall. Put on your Christ-
mas attire and come get your picture taken with
SANTA! Prices:one 5”x7”-%$4,3for$10o0r2 &
emailed pictures for $10. Hope to see everyone there.

SANTA'S WORKSHOP

Come join the KC Ladies Auxiliary and Elves on
Sunday December 11 for a Santa Workshop! 1:00
pm — 3:00 pm, in Massett Hall. They'll be busy as-
sisting children of ALL. AGES to make some home-
made Christmas crafts, 5 in all. It's an opportunity to
share quality time with Family or Friends and to give
back. The cost to participate is a Non-Perishable
Food item that the KC Ladies Auxiliary will give to
our Food Pantry. We want to make sure we have
enough supplies, so PLEASE CALL and REGIS-
TER! Email:smmladiesaux@cox.net or call Lynette
887-6251 and leave a message. You will need to
bring a Passport Size Photo (2” x 2”) of yourself.

Caro llz?

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
. | All parishioners are invited to go Christmas
4" Caroling on Wednesday, December 14 at

-1 6:30 PM. Meet in the horseshoe lot and plan
to walk & sing carols in the general area of SMM
parish campus.

SMM School Band/Chorus/Chorale Concert
On Monday, December 19 all are invited to A Christmas
Concert by SMM School students at 7PM in the Church

ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION
& RECONCILIATION
All are invited to a special evening of reflection & recon-
ciliation Monday, December 20 from 7:00-8:00 PM in
the Chapel.

2017 DONATION ENVELOPE BOXES

AVAILABLE IN CHURCH
Donation envelope box sets are available for pickup by
those parishioners who requested them. The envelope
boxes may be found in church on tables near Mary’s Al-
cove. All boxes will have a label with each parishioners
name, address & current account number - please make
sure to take your own!. This box will include your regu-
lar weekly/monthly offering envelopes, feast day enve-
lopes and all special collection envelopes. You are asked
to make an effort to pick up your envelope box as soon as
possible.
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